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It was typical of Lawrence's consideration for his mother to
write about his good digestion and to say 'I suppose my exercise is
responsible for my health', after having had four attacks of
malaria, and having been so badly smashed up by Kurds that he
was not fit to travel.]

17:   TO SIR JOHN RHYS1
Sept. 24 [1909]                                                       Hotel Baron Aleppo
Dear Sir John Rhys, I had asked my father to call on the
College and explain to whoever was in residence that circum-'
stances prevented my return in time for the beginning of term,
but afterwards I thought that your kindness in the matter of
obtaining those letters through Lord Curzon demanded a letter
from me to yourself.
I have had a most delightful tour (the details naturally won't
interest you) on foot and alone all the time, so that I have perhaps,
living as an Arab with the Arabs, got a better insight into the
daily life of the people than those who travel with caravan and
dragomen. Some 37 out of the 50 odd castles were on my pro-,
posed route and I have seen all but one of them: many are quite
unpublished, so of course I have had to make many plans, draw-
ings and photographs. As a sideline I have bought about 30
Hittite seals. Mr. Hogarth asked me before I started to bring
him back any I came across. Worthy ones will go into the collec-
tion in the Ashmolean.
My excuse for outstaying my leave must be that I have had
the delay of four attacks of malaria when I had only reckoned on
two: even now I am exceedingly sorry to leave the two Castles in
the Moabite deserts unvisited.2 I would go to them certainly, only
that last week I was robbed & rather smashed up. Before I could
be fit for walking again (and it is very hard physically in this
country) the season of rains would have begun. It is most un-
fortunate, for the getting here is expensive: the actual travelling,
my beggar-fashion, costs practically nothing of course.
1 Sir John Rhys, archaeologist and first Professor of Celtic at Oxford, was Principal of
Jesus College.
* Kerak and Shabek.